Introduction
Procas is a small holarctic genus which occurs between 27°N (Canary Is) and 66°N (Canada). Some species have very wide ranges while others have very restricted ones.
With the possible exception of the British and Spanish species, all seem to be allopatric. Differences between species are slight (Wollaston l865: 297). Their taxonomy and nomenclature are confused. Like other erirhinids, most Procas species favour moist habitats; those from dry habitats are sometimes caked with mud, so it seems they are adapted to prolonged aestivation rather than to dryness per se. Even in temperate habitats the adults are active only in cool conditions and then only at night (Bedel 1884: 113). They are therefore often missed by collectors. Bedel (1879: xviii) gives a good account of their habits which is worth quoting in full (my translation):
At Daya [Algeria] I saw a few. . . at the end of November; on 12 th December, a fine day following some days of snow and strong winds, we took. . . nearly 80 specimens; in January and February we found only isolated individuals. By day, Procas stay deeply buried under stones or cowering under the broad leaves of Salvia; to make them come out, one has only to remove the stones in fallow fields from the places they frequent and visit them next day. The local Procas will then
